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BUSINESS SOLUTIONS FROM THE EXPERTS

MINING’S RIPPLE EFFECT ON NORTHERN NEVADA'S ECONOMY

By Ashley C. Nikkel

As a lawyer who helps mining, energy and
natural resource companies navigate permitting,
compliance and development on public lands, |
spend much of my time focused on the details
that determine whether complex projects can
move forward. Those details often involve federal
and state agencies, environmental studies,

water resources, wildlife, cultural resources,
reclamation obligations, public process and
litigation risk.

But the importance of this work extends well
beyond my permit files.

At Parsons Behle & Latimer in Reno, we see
firsthand that a mining or resource project is
rarely just a single industrial operation. It is often
a major regional investment, with consequences
for construction, housing, transportation,
workforce development, local government,
professional services and small businesses
across Northern Nevada. Permitting is not merely
a legal process. It is one gateway through which
private investment becomes local economic
activity.

When most people think about mining, they
picture haul trucks, open pits, underground
workings, processing facilities and people in hard
hats. Those images are accurate, but ultimately
incomplete. A modern mining project begins
long before production. Exploration requires
geologists, drillers, land professionals, surveyors,
laboratories, environmental consultants

and technical experts. Permitting brings in
hydrologists, biologists, cultural resource
specialists, engineers, planners, lawyers and
public affairs teams. Construction requires
contractors, electricians, welders, equipment
suppliers, fuel providers, trucking companies and
temporary housing. Operations create long-term
demand for maintenance, vendors, mechanics,
food service, professional services and workforce
training.
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In other words, mining is not a single-industry
story. It is a regional business ecosystem.

That matters in Northern Nevada because
resource development is increasingly connected
to larger national trends. Lithium, gold, coppet,
geothermal energy, battery materials, recycling
and energy infrastructure are no longer separate
conversations. They are part of a broader
discussion about domestic supply chains, energy
demand, national security and the future of
manufacturing.

For local businesses, the economic influence

of these projects does not stop at the mine

gate. Capital investment can move through
Reno, Fernley, Winnemucca, Elko, Fallon,
Tonopah and smaller communities in the form

of payroll, contracts, lodging, restaurants,
equipment purchases, engineering work, banking
relationships, insurance, real estate and legal
and accounting services. A project located in a
rural county may still affect urban professional
services, regional infrastructure planning and the
broader Northern Nevada labor market.

The takeaway is that resource development
should be treated as an early indicator of regional
economic activity, not as an industry issue. If

a major project is being explored, permitted,
financed or constructed, it may signal future
demand for labor, housing, construction services,
transportation, lending, equipment, utilities and
professional support. Businesses that understand
those signals early are better positioned to plan
for growth and manage risk.

To the public, mine permitting can sound like
paperwork. To investors and business owners,

it is risk management. A delayed approval can
affect financing, construction schedules, hiring,
vendor contracts, tax projections and community
planning. A project that advances on a
predictable timeline allows businesses and local
governments to prepare. A project that stalls can
delay not only the operator’s investment, but also
decisions by contractors, suppliers, lenders and
communities that were preparing for growth.

For companies outside mining, the lesson is not
that they need to become experts in mining law.
The lesson is that they should pay attention to the
project pipeline. A bank may want to understand
where contractors are likely to need financing. A
builder may want to anticipate workforce housing
demand. A staffing company or community
college may see future training needs. A supplier
may identify new customers before construction
begins.

The future of resource development will not be
shaped by mining companies and regulators
alone. It will also be shaped by Chambers

of Commerce, banks, builders, educators,
utilities, local governments, Tribal governments,
transportation planners and professional service
providers. The question is whether Northern
Nevada can anticipate growth rather than simply
react to it.

For Northern Nevada businesses, the takeaway
is simple: what happens at the mine does not
stay at the mine. Resource development moves
through the regional economy, from exploration
budgets to construction contracts, from payroll
to housing demand, from tax revenue to public
infrastructure and from rural project sites to urban
boardrooms.

Businesses that understand those connections
early will be better prepared for the opportunities
and pressures that follow. If Nevada can capture
the benefits of responsible resource development
while managing its impacts, the industry will
remain not only a legacy part of the state’s
identity, but a foundation for the next generation
of economic growth.
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Ashley Nikkel is the office
managing shareholder

of Parsons Behle &
Latimer’s Reno office and
a leading environmental
and mining attorney in
Nevada. To reach Ashley,
send an email to anikkel@
parsonsbehle.com or call
775.323.1601.
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Nevada’s Legal Advantage

At Parsons Behle & Latimer, teamwork drives exceptional results. Our
attorneys bring deep experience in energy, environmental and natural
resources; employment and labor; litigation; real estate; and corporate
and M&A; collaborating across disciplines to provide clients with
sophisticated legal advice.

As part of one of the largest law firms in the Intermountain Region,

we can scale our services to handle complex, multi-jurisdictional
challenges with ease. Contact Parsons to represent your business with
its most important transactions and disputes.

50 West Liberty St., Suite 750 | Reno, Nevada 89501 | 775.323.1601
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